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A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.
PAKT II.

INTRODUCTION.

Of the black art itself; what it really is, why there
are several differing practices of it in the several
parts of the world, and ivhat those practices are ;
as also, what is contained in it in general.

I HAVE all along, till now, spoken of the general
correspondence of the Devil with mankind, under
the head of diabolic magic, as a mere intimacy
only ; I have represented it as a method which
the Devil first took, to form his interest and ac-
quaintance with mankind, when he was drowned
out of his kingdom in the old world by the flood.

It is too certain that the Devil acted by this
method at first, for the propagation of his own
designs only, and to set on foot a new administration
of his affairs; it being for many reasons not his
business to act openly and barefacedly in the world
as a Devil; but now it is also as apparent, that after
the Devil had thus established a correspondence, he
soon found man as forward as himself, as willing to
embark with him and engage, as he could desire;
nay, so forward in the new trade, so eager for
mischief, so glad of being vested with power (though
infernal) to do it, and to gratify those vilest of his
passions, envy, revenge, malice and strife, that the
Devil himself, as is observed in the last chapter, is